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The Peking University: Cradle of Thinkers, Fountainhead of Talent
[ L& T ] Muhammad Sallehuddin bin Mohd Dilif
(kG BBt b L AR e An BEAEHCE AT )

My dedication to engaging with Peking University’s affiliates
commenced on the 6" April 2023 when I first met with Mr. Nai Chen
Huang, the President of Peking University Alumni Association of
Malaysia, at the Embassy of Malaysia in Beijing. His unwavering spirit in
establishing a valuable connection with the Office of Education Malaysia in
Beijing has facilitated mutually beneficial relationships and collaborations.
I firmly believe, leveraging this connection, it is a hope that we could
provide invaluable opportunities for Peking University to engage with and

contribute to the vibrant educational landscape in Malaysia.

54 R m g AR BAEHRE R —FRBRAt (F—) #FngaK (£—)
The date 25" April 2023 witnessed the history of my life when I made
my first steps at Peking University by attending the launching ceremony of
the China-ASEAN Science and Technology Cooperation Center for Public
Health at that prestigious university. Mr. Ts. Jason Choy Min Sheng, the

first secretary (education), accompanied me to the event.
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Inspired by the objective of establishing the center, we approached
the organizer to allow us to visit the just-launched center. As the visitation
was not on the agenda, thus our request at the beginning was not granted
by the organizer due to protocol and endorsement needed from the top
management of the university for any visit from the diplomatic envoy.
However, being a diplomat teaches us to practice diplomatic negotiation
and persuasion. After a few minutes of discussion, the organizer agreed to
grant our visit to the School of Public Health, where the center is located.
At that time, I understood that Peking University had two campuses, and
I needed to commute to the other campuses, about 20 minutes from the
main campus.

I was genuinely fascinated with the ambience of the university. The
staff presents a warm welcome and their excitement receiving foreign
guests. I was introduced to Professor Dr. Xu Ming, the Chair of the
Department of Global Health, School of Public Health. He is also the

Associate Dean at the Institute for Global Health and Development. He is
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such an amiable person and introduced the role played by the center. He
informed me that we were the first diplomatic envoy to visit that center
since its establishment.

The China-ASEAN Science and Technology Cooperation Center for
Public Health has played a vital role in fostering collaboration and support
in public health across the ASEAN region, particularly in recent global
health challenges. Their commitment to knowledge sharing and capacity
building in public health has been exemplary. Through partnerships

with various public health institutions and research centers, they have

facilitated the exchange of valuable information, best practices, and
resources to address pressing health concerns.

Additionally, the center’s emphasis on research and development has
led to innovative solutions and interventions in public health. Promoting
scientific cooperation and joint initiatives has effectively enhanced the
region’s readiness to combat infectious diseases, improve healthcare
systems, and respond to public health emergencies. Moreover, the
center’s dedication to promoting public health awareness and education
has profoundly impacted communities across the ASEAN region. Their
efforts in empowering local healthcare professionals and engaging
communities in health promotion have contributed to better health
outcomes and strengthened the region’s resilience in the face of health
crises. Furthermore, the center has demonstrated a steadfast commitment to
advancing equity, inclusivity, and sustainability in public health

interventions, ensuring that the benefits of scientific progress are accessible
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to all member states. I am glad that University of Malaya and Science
University of Malaysia have registered as the center’s alliances.

As an education counsellor cum the Director of the Office of Education
Malaysia in Beijing, connecting the Malaysian Higher Institutions to
Peking University is such an honour. When I received a request from
Dr. Zhao Xiaoyu of the School of Material Science and Engineering,
Peking University, to visit Malaysia on 5" December 2023, T helped him
and the university’s entourage to connect with University of Malaya,
National University of Malaysia, Multimedia University, and Technical
University of Malaysia Malacca for its international engagements. As
Multimedia University is a government-linked university looking for a
potential strategic partnership in China, receiving a delegation from the
top university in China was very meaningful in supporting its mission.
Malaysian Prime Minister, the Right Honorable Dato’ Seri Anwar Ibrahim,
has stressed the need for the Malaysian Look East Policy to look into China.
Therefore, the Office of Education Malaysia in Beijing will significantly
catalyze education diplomacy between Malaysia and China.

Peking University will remain the cradle of thinkers and fountainhead
of talent due to its exceptional achievements throughout history. 2024
marks the 50" Anniversary of the diplomatic relations between Malaysia
and China. I hope more Malaysian universities can have opportunities
to engage with Peking University. To make this happens, the embassy
will not walk alone; companionship from Peking University Alumni

Association of Malaysia will cherish the journey.
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